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general hypertrophy of the subcutaneous tissues, but the
bones as revealed by a skiagram showed no enlargement.
There was some hypertrophy of the nose and lower jaw, the
alfe nasi being especially thickened, while the lips, particu-
larly the lower one, also showed some hypertrophy. The

tongue and tonsils were enlarged somewhat and the voice
became guttural and metallic. The spine became kyphotic
in the cervical region, the clavicles, ribs, and sternum were
hypertrophied, there was lordosis of the lumbar spine
with a pendulous abdomen, while the perspiration was

profuse and of disagreeable odour. Her appetite was

good and she would take more than an average quan-
tity of nitrogenous food. The urine presented a per-
sistent and excessive deposit of phosphates. The men-

struation, which for some months had been irregular, now
ceased and she developed lowness of spirits and irrita-

bility of temper. There was a constant feeling of lassitude
and drowsiness and the original delusions regarding gas were
gradually replaced by delusions regarding electricity. She
felt pains all over her body like the pricking of needles and
these she attributed to invisible enemies. Finally, she
developed delusions of grandeur. Suspecting acromegaly
the patient was put under treatment with pituitary extract.
The first effect was a severe onset of metrorrhagia accom-
panied by haemorrhage from the bowel. This passed
off in a few days and she then began to improve physically
and mentally. Her weight, which had increased before, now
returned to a normal amount and menstruation returned
and was maintained at regular intervals. The very prompt
and favourable response to the administration of pituitary
extract indicated that the treatment adopted was correct,
and it was accordingly continued with evident benefit to the
patient. The above case is the first one recorded in this

country of what may be termed "acromegalic insanity," a
condition comparable to myxoedematous insanity, in which
thyroid treatment has been proved to be of benefit both

physically and mentally. The success of the present
case is so far encouraging as to indicate a similar mode
of treatment for analogous cases in the future.

A FORM OF SPASMODIC PARAPLEGIA SECONDARY
TO AN ORGANIC LESION AND WITHOUT

DEGENERATION OF THE PYRA-
MIDAL TRACTS.

AT the meeting of the Societe Medicale des Hopitaux of
March 24th M. Babinski read a paper on this form of para-
plegia, of which he had observed three cases. There was
no degeneration of the pyramidal tracts in any case. In one

the lesion was a small sarcoma developed in the choroid

plexus on the right side, and it compressed the medulla, pons,
the middle peduncle of the cerebellum, and the cerebellum.
Even near the tumour there was no degeneration of nerve
fibres. The symptoms were headache, vertigo, optic neuritis,
mental disorders, contracture of the upper limbs, with
flexion of the fingers, and the form of paraplegia to be
described. The tendon reflexes were not at any period
exaggerated. In another case the upper dorsal spinal
cord was compressed by a sarcoma of the dura mater.
At this level there was marked sclerosis and the
myelin of most of the fibres had disappeared, but above
and below there was no trace of secondary degenera-
tion. There were incontinence of urine and fasces, sacral

bed-sores, epileptoid tremors, and that modification of the
plantar reflex which M. Babinski has described as the

"phenomenon of the toes." 1 In the third case there were a
few patches of multilocular sclerosis of the cord. As in the

preceding case the tendon reflexes were exaggerated and the
"phenomenon of the toes" was observed. The first case

1 THE LANCET, Sept. 17th, 1898, p. 765.

showed that very intense contracture of the limbs of organic:
origin may exist without exaggeration of reflexes at.

any period and without epileptoid tremor, that an intra-
cranial lesion may produce not only in the child but in the:
adult permanent spasmodic paraplegia without secondary
degeneration of the pyramidal tracts, and that the contrac-
ture may attain an exceptional degree of intensity. The.
three cases showed very intense contracture of the lower
limbs in the form of marked and permanent flexion of the
thighs on the pelvis and of the legs on the thighs, accom-
panied by pains which occurred principally when an attempt
to correct the vicious attitude was made and by spasms also-
most marked when this attempt was made. The contracture,

appeared to be due to irritation of the pyramidal system..
M. Babinski concluded that not only was the form of spas-
modic paraplegia independent of degeneration of the pyra-
midal tracts, but it indicated that these tracts were normal
or at least but little altered.

THE LATE DR. JOSEPH O’DWYER.

A COMMITTEE of more than 40 physicians, representing 1&
different medical societies of the city of New York and

including representatives of both schools of medicine, has’
been formed for the purpose of doing honour to the memory
of Dr. Joseph O’Dwyer. The first meeting was held at the,
New York Academy of Medicine on Nov. 22nd, 1898, under
the chairmanship of Dr. J. D. Bryant and was mainly devoted’
to organisation. Dr. George F. Shrady was elected per-
manent chairman and Dr. Alfred Meyer permanent secre--
tary, and the following committee on scope and plan were:
appointed : Dr. Dillon Brown (chairman), Dr. Robert Abbe.
Dr. R. G. Freeman, Dr. L. Emmet Holt, and Dr. Louisa

Fischer. At the second meeting held at the Academy of’
Medicine on March 13th, 1899, the report of the committee-
on scope and plan was adopted and now only awaits final
action of a meeting of the full committee. The memorial
to Dr. O’Dwyer will probably take an educational form,,
for by the plan now outlined it is proposed to raise a.

fund of$30,000, the interest of which would support two.
O’Dwyer Fellowships in Psediatrics open to competition by
physicians who are graduates of the United States and to be-
held by the successful competitors for a period of two years..
During that period they must furnish satisfactory proof of
their engagement in original research work to a committee of;
five, one of whom shall be appointed by the President of
Harvard University, one by the Dean of the Johns Hopkins.
Medical School, one by the Provost of the University of
Pennsylvania, one by the President of the University of
Chicago, and one by the President of the New York Academy-
of Medicine. Many details of this general plan are still to.
be arranged ; the committee, however, are anxious that it,

should be known throughout the profession that a movement,
of this nature is on foot and that an effort will be made to

give to it an international character.

PUBLIC HEALTH OF MALTA.

IN the report of the Public Health Department of Malta
for the year 1898 it is estimated that on Jan. lst, 1898, the:
population of the islands of Malta and Gozo was 159,998 and.
20,330 respectively, making a total of 180,328. The number

of births in the two islands in 1898 was 6932 and the number
of deaths was 4648, so that the birth-rate was 38-4 per 1000,
and the death-rate was 25’8 per 1000. The death-rate over fire-

years per 1000 of the population at that age was only 14’3,
but the death-rate below five years to 1000 living at that.

age was 108 3. The percentage of deaths under five years
to total deaths was 51’3. Prefixed to the tables from

which these figures are taken is the announcement that "in
the following returns, stillborn, deaths on board ships and in
the garrison are not included. The families of the military,
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however, are included with the civil population." The

general list of deaths comprises 18 from small-pox, 13 from
measles, 85 from enteric fever, 36 from dysentery, 59
from Mediterranean fever, 477 from tubercle, 459 from

cardiopathy, and 1217 from enteritis ; of the deaths

from enteritis 1030 occurred at ages under five years
and 187 at ages over five years. Dr. S. Pisani, the

chief Government medical officer, draws a gloomy picture
of the infiltration of the subsoil with sewage in the

suburban areas and urges the carrying out of drainage
works. No fewer than 2097 persons, almost half the number

- deceased, were interred in churches, and hermetically-sealed
inc coffins are sometimes used. The highest shade tem-
perature was 96’3&deg;F. in June, the lowest being 414&deg; in

December. No rain fell during June, July, and August; the
total for the remaining months was 29’18 inches. In the same
report Dr. Tem. Zammit gives an account of laboratory work
relative to the reaction of the serum of enteric fever and of
Mediterranean (undulant) fever cases on the specific micro-
organism of the respective diseases. Cases of Mediterranean
fever of one week’s duration gave the agglutinative reaction
immediately; long standing or early cases gave the reaction
after a few minutes. 

___

A SECOND special meeting of the Chelsea Clinical Society
-to consider the Preventive Treatment of Tuberculosis was
held at the Jenner Institute of Preventive Medicine on

Tuesday evening last. Interesting papers were read and
- communications made by Dr. Theodore Williams, Dr. J. E.

Squire, Dr. R. Maguire, Dr. S. H. Habershon, Dr. Rufenacht
Walters and Sir C. Gage-Brown. We shall publish a report
of the meeting in an early issue.

THE annual mess of volunteer medical officers organised
by the Volunteer Medical Association will be held on Wed-
nesday, May 10th, at Limmer’s Hotel, under the presidency
- of Major-General Trotter, General Commanding the Home
District. Further particulars can be obtained from the mess
secretary, Surgeon-Lieutenant L. A. Bidwell, 59, Wimpole-
street, Cavendish-square, W.

A COMPLAINT having been made to the Saxon Government
by the husband of a woman who had died in the Dresden
- Clinic for Women that a necropsy had been performed on
the body without his sanction the Minister of the Interior
has ordered that in future no post-mortem examinations are
to be made in hospitals without the express consent of the
relatives. 

____

THE thirty-first anniversary dinner in aid of the funds of
the French Hospital and Dispensary is announced to take

place at the Hotel Cecil on May 6th, when the chair will be
-taken by His Excellency the French Ambassador, supported
by the Lord Mayor and the Sheriffs of London.

THE Baillie Lectures will be delivered in the large theatre
of the St. George’s Hospital Medical School on Thursdays,
May llth, 18th, and 25th, at 5 P.M., by Dr. W. Howship
Dickinson, Baillie Lecturer for the year and consulting
physician to the hospital. -

THE chairman and members of the council of the Medical
Graduates’ College and Polyclinic will give a con-

versazione at the College. 22, Chenies-street, Gower-street,
W.C., on the evening of Monday, May 1st, from 9 till 12.

H.R.H. THE PRINCE OF WALES has nominated the follow-

ing as delegates on behalf of the National Association
for the Prevention of Consumption and Other Forms
of Tuberculosis to the Berlin Congress for the Prevention

of Tuberculosis :-Sir Hermann Weber, Mr. Malcolm Morris,
Dr. Hillier, and Mr. C. Rube.

AK International Congress of Veterinary Surgeons will
be held at Baden-Baden on August 7th-12th inclusive.
Particulars can be obtained from the general secretary, Dr.
Casper, Baden-Baden. 

-

SURGEON-GENERAL J. A. MARSTON, C.B., has been

selected to fill the appointment of Honorary Surgeon to the
Queen, vacant by the death of Deputy Inspector-General
J. Jee, V.C., C.B. 

-

THE annual dinner of old students of King’s College.
London, will be held at the Holborn Restaurant on Monday,
June 26th. Dr. W. S. Playfair will take the chair.

THE Autumn Congress of the Sanitary Institute will be
held this year in Southampton by invitation of the mayor
and corporation, commencing on August 29th.

INAUGURATION OF THE LIVERPOOL
SCHOOL OF TROPICAL DISEASES.

FOLLOWc closely upon the opening of the Thompson-
Yates laboratories in University College, Liverpool, in

October last by Lord Lister, it becomes our pleasing duty to
record the inauguration on April 22nd of the new School of
Tropical Diseases in Liverpool also by Lord Lister. The
idea of the institution of schools in this country for instruct-
ing in tropical diseases medical men about to practise in the
tropics advocated by Mr. Chamberlain some months ago
was nowhere more eagerly taken up than in Liverpool. At

the annual dinner of the Royal Southern Hospital on
Nov. 12th, 1898, Mr. Alfred L. Jones, a prominent Liverpool
citizen and West Africa merchant, made an offer of
f,350 a year to start a school in Liverpool for the

study of tropical diseases. The offer was made in the

presence of Professor Rubert Boyce of University College,
Liverpool, and Dr. William Alexander of the Royal Southern
Hospital. The president of the Royal Southern Hospital
accepted the generous offer on condition that University
College, Liverpool, and the Royal Southern Hospital should
be united in the undertaking. This condition was cordially
acquiesced in by Professor Glazebrook, the principal of the
College. The great interest subsequently taken in the
project by Mr. Alfred L. Jones, aided by the indomitable
energy of Professor Boyce, resulted in subscriptions and
donations coming in from all quarters towards the expenses
of the proposed school. To those two gentlemen, warmly
supported by the committee and medical staff of the
Royal Southern Hospital, is due the establishment of the
Liverpool School of Tropical Diseases. The management
of the school is in the hands of a strong committee, of which
Mr. Alfred L. Jones is the chairman and Mr. William
Adamson (president of the Royal Southern Hospital) the
vice-chairman. The committee also consists of duly
appointed representatives of University College, Liverpool,
the Royal Southern Hospital, the Liverpool Chamber of
Commerce, the Steamship Owners’ Association, and the Ship-
owners’ Association. A sum of over E1700 has already been
promised, partly in annual subscriptions and partly in

donations, in support of the school, which promises
to be of great value to all interested in tropical
countries, either in trade or otherwise. A large floor
in the Royal Southern Hospital has been set apart
for tropical cases. This floor includes a cheerful
ward containing 12 beds, now fully occupied, also an

extensive laboratory for the examination of blood, urine,
fasces, &c., and furnished with the apparatus applicable to
modern research. Dr. Rubert Boyce, the professor of
pathology in University College, Liverpool, will super-
intend the pathological department of the school, with Dr.
Annett as pathological demonstrator. The committee have
been fortunate in securing the services of Major Ronald Ross,


